CHAPTER VIII

OPIUM  AND   OTHER  VEGETABLE   POISONS?

OPIUM contains a greater number of basic substances
than any other plant known. The list reaches at present
to eighteen or nineteen nitrogenised bases, and almost
each year there have been some additions. Some of these
alkaloids exist in very small proportions, and have been
little studied. Morphine and narcotine alone are the toxico-
logically important ones (Blyth).

Opium is a gummy mass, consisting of the juice of the
incised unripe fruit of the Papaver somniferum, or poppy,
hardened in the air.

Medicinally, opium is more largely used than any other Medicinal use.
poison, and there is no object in enumerating all the
different preparations in which it is employed. Most of
these bear opium in their titles, but some patent medicines,
such as " Nurse's Drop," " Dalby's Carminative/-5 f' Cliloro-
dyne," cc Atkinson's Infant Preserver" and "Boorhave's
Qdontalgic Essence," " Godfrey's Cordial/5 " Black Drop,"
and "Nepenthe," contain the drug in large quantities
without any such announcement.

In, England, during the five years, 1876-80, 398 males Statistics,
and 250 females died from some form or other of opium-
poisoning ; two only out of the whole number were cases of
murder, and in both the victims were infants. 22'4 per
cent, of the female cases, and 30"5 of the males, were
suicidal. During the five years, opium accounts for 40'7
per cent, of the total number of deaths from poisoning
(1,581). This percentage is far larger than that of any
other European country. A very large proportion of the
deaths occur amongst infants from the use of ce Soothing
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